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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on May 9, 2006 has been entered. 

Status of Claims 

This communication is in response to amendment filed on May 9, 2006. 

• Claims 13, 24-28 and 35 have been amended. 

• Claim 36 has been added. 

• Claims 13-36 remain pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed as noted above have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's amendments and argument contend that Biffar fails to disclose a mechanism 
of placing restrictions on the delegate token, wherein the delegate is restricted or prevented 
(response pp. 9-10). Biffar discloses that vouchers can be easily transferred and restrictions 
placed by any assignor with parameters such as an expiration date, limitation on number of 
movements, add other information and add data to a voucher at the time of the transaction 
(column 11, lines 47-52; column 19, line 29-column 20, line 24). Furthermore, if the voucher is 
identified as being illegitimate by transmission of identifying elements, the voucher is prevented 
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from acceptance by a remote device without prior checking with the system operator (column 1 9, 
lines 1-9). 

Applicant argues that the cited reference does not teach the use of a "delegate" as claimed 
in the instant application (response p. 8). Applicant further contends that the remote device of 
Biffar is involved in a transaction with the original customer only and is "silent as to the original 
customer ability to create any restrictions on the use of the voucher by the remote device. Id. 

A delegate is described in the disclosure as an assignee of tokens, i.e., a parent can assign 
tokens to their children as delegates [0021]. Biffar discloses "[vjouchers, according to the 
invention, can be passed from remote device to remote device and therefore from an individual 
to a business, from a business to an individual, from business to business, as well as from an 
individual to an individual (column 4, lines 50-55)." "Technically, a voucher can be transferred 
from a remote device to another remote device an infinite number of times without ever having 
to transfer the voucher back to the central system (column 11, lines 37-40)." "In addition, 
remote devices as well as the central system could, once connected, also authenticate each other 
before continuing transactions. Whenever a remote device is connected to the central system or 
whenever the remote device is connected to another remote device, the device identification 
numbers are transmitted and checked against previously received and in memory stored 
information and commands to possibly restrict further transactions. This could also be done by 
using any of the common challenge-response methodologies (column 9, lines 52-61)." 

Applicant also argues that the claimed invention includes two separate entities, a delegate 
and a vendor, wherein the Biffar reference "only teaches a first device and a second device 
(response p. 9). " Biffar is directed'to use of digital vouchers for online transactions "passed 
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from remote device to remote device and therefore from an individual to a business, from a 
business to an individual, from business to business as well as from an individual to an 
individual (column 19, lines 32-43). Biffar clearly anticipates any combination of participants 
for issuing, transferring and utilizing the vouchers. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 13-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Biffar, U.S. 
Patent 6,047,269. 

As per the following claim, Biffar discloses: 

Claims 13 (24-28). An electronic commerce system (method, device) comprising: 
-at least one token, (figure IB, remote device A 100), 

-an issuer of at least one token, the at least one token issuable to a customer, (figure IB, 
central system 200), 

- the at least one token delegable by the customer to a delegate or spendable by the 
customer with a vendor which sells goods or services (figure IB, remote device B 101; column 
4, lines 50-55) and 
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-the delegate restricted to spending the at least one token with the vendor (figure IB, 
remote device 101; column 2, lines 45-48) and wherein: 

-the customer receives at least one token from the issuer, the at least one token 
being stored in a portable radio communication device of the customer (column 11, lines 
4-20), 

-the customer activates the at least one token for use in buying the goods or the 
services from the vendor (column 9, lines 48-50), 

-the customer selects between spending the at least one token with the vendor to 
buy the goods or services (column 11, lines 21-34), or 

-delegates the at least one token to the delegate via a radio communication device 
of the delegate such that the delegate can spend the at least one token with the vendor to 
buy the goods or services (column 11, lines 35-40). 

14. A system according to claim 13 wherein: the vendor presents a spent token to the issuer whp 
redeems the token for monetary value (column 13, line 49-62). 

Claims 15 (16). A system according to claim 13(14) wherein: the at least one token provided by 
the issuer when the issuer has authenticated the identity of the customer is defined as at least one 
Pre Token represented as S(Rp, Auth, Ss) wherein S indicates an executable event in which Rp 
represents the Recipient, Ss represents the Sender and Auth is indicative of the goods/service 
(column 7, line 45-column 8, line 45; column 10, lines 25-38). 
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Claims 17 (18). A system according to claim 15 (16) wherein: the at least one PreToken is 
placed in a group (column 14, lines 12-32). 

Claims 19 (20). A system according to claim 17 (18) wherein: the at least one PreToken or the 
group is assigned to provide a DelegatedToken given by, DelegatedToken = 
S(PreToken/GroupToken, Dp, Cs), wherein S indicates an executable event in which the at least 
one PreToken or the group is transferred from the Customer (Cs) to the Delegate (Dp) (column 
11, lines 35-column 12, line 38; column 13, line 49-column 14, line 32) 

Claims 21 (22). A system according to claim 19 (20) wherein: the at least one PreToken, the 
group or the at least one Delegated Token is spent with the vendor to provide a SpentToken or a 
SpentDelegatedToken given by, SpentToken = S(PreToken/thegroup, Mp, Cs), wherein S 
indicates an executable event in which a PreToken or the group is spent by the customer (Cs) 
with the vendor (Mp), and SpentDelegatedToken = S(DelegatedToken, Mp, Ds), wherein S 
indicates an executable event in with the at least one DelegatedToken is spent by the delegate 
(Ds) with the vendor (Mp) (column 3, lines 56-65; column 16, lines 59-67). 

23. A system according to claim 21 wherein: the vendor redeems the SpentToken or 
SpentDelegatedToken with the issuer to result in a RedeemedToken given by, RedeemedToken 
= S(SpentToken/SpentDelegatedToken, Ms), wherein S indicates an executable event in which a 
SpentToken or SpentDelegatedToken is redeemed by the vendor (Ms) (figure 6, redemption 
6000; column 19, lines 38-43). 
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Claims 29 (30-34). An electronic token used in the system of claim 13 (24, 25, 26, 27, 28), 
wherein the electronic token includes at least one parameter specifying a use thereof (column 1 1 , 
lines 48-52). 

35. An electronic commerce system comprising: 

-a first user terminal device associated with a first user (figure IB, 100 remote device A; 

-a second user terminal device associated with a second user (figure IB, 101 remote 
device B); 

-an account processor means associated with an issuer of electronic tokens (figure IB, 
central system 200), 

-transaction means associated with a vendor of obtainable goods or services(column 6, 
lines 57-64); 

-the first user terminal device having means for communicating with the account 
processor means so as to obtain electronic tokens from the account processor means (figure IB, 
300 network for signal transport); 

-means for storing the electronic tokens (column 7, lines 62-64; figure 4, remote device A 
memory 130); 

-means for activating the electronic tokens for defining the obtainable goods or services 
from the vendor (column 8, lines 6-13), 

-means for communicating with the second user terminal device so as to transfer the 
activatable electronic tokens to said second user terminal device (column 10, lines 39-56); 
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-the second user terminal device including means for receiving the electronic tokens from 
the first user terminal device (column 11, lines 21-34); 

-means for preventing the transfer of the electronic tokens from the second user to any 
non-vendor (column 18, lines 47-66); and 

-means for communicating with the transaction means so as to obtain the obtainable 
goods or services from the vendor in exchange for the electronic tokens (column 1 1, line 53- 
column 12, line 39). 

36. (New) An electronic commerce system comprising: 

-a token issued and redeemed by an issuer (fig 6, 1000); 

-a customer to whom the token is issued, the customer able to spend the token with at 
least one vendor or delegate the token to a delegate (fig 6, 2000, 3000, 4000); 

-the delegate able to spend the token with the at least one vendor (fig 6, transaction); and 
-the at least one vendor able redeem the token with the issuer (fig 6, 6000). 

Although the Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art(s) of 
record in the body of this action, the specified citations are merely representative of the 
teachings in the art as applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim. Since 
other passages and figures may apply to the claimed invention as well, it is respectfully 
requested that the applicant, in preparing the response, to consider fully the entire references 
as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the 
passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

-US Patent 6,205,435 Bl to Biffar. 

-US Patent 6,515,988 Bl to Eldridge et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley B. Bayat whose telephone number is 571-272-6704. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and by email: 
bradley.bayat@uspto.gov. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached regarding urgent matters at 571-272- 
6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-6584. 



Application/Control Number: 09/741,156 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 3621 

Any response to this action should be mailed to : 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231-1450 

Or faxed to : 

(571) 273-8300 - Official communications; including After Final responses. 
(571) 273-6704 - Informal/Draft communications to the examiner. 



Bradley B. Bstyat, Escf 
Department of Commerce - USPTO 
KNOX - 5A48 
Technology Center 3600 
Art Unit 3621 - Patent Examiner 
(571)272-6704 Direct Dial 
(571)273-6704 Direct Fax 
(571) 273-8300 Official Central Fax 




